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Glory be to Jesus Christ.  Glory be forever.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   We may experience a let-down after 
the holiday season.  Though it has its 
own stresses, a time of year filled with 
parties, rich food, and visiting with 
loved ones appeals to most people, if 
only as a cultural observance. The 
same is surely true for those of us who 
celebrated the Savior’s birth at Christ-
mas and His baptism at The-
ophany.  We enjoyed the beautiful ser-

vices with their joyful hymns and fa-
miliar readings, as well as the blessing 
of the holy water.   As the season of 
Theophany concludes today, we may 
have a sense of loss that this special 
time of year is coming to a close.  That 
is understandable, but we will have 
missed the point entirely of this great 
feast if we think that we should now 
simply forget about it and get back to 
life as usual. 
   Today’s gospel reading tells us what 
the Lord did after His baptism, at 
which it was revealed that He is the 
Son of God and a member of the Holy 
Trinity.  He went to “Galilee of the 
Gentiles,” an area where Jews lived in 
a culture with such strong Gentile in-
fluence that it was called a place of 
darkness.  The Lord went there in ful-
fillment of Isaiah’s prophecy that “the 
people who sat in darkness have seen a   
                        (continued p. 3) 

  The life and activity of 
John the Baptist and 
Forerunner is an endur-
ing testimony in Christ, 
culminating in his mar-
tyrdom for Him. Just as 
then, when he was active 
in the wilderness of the 
Jordan, so today his 
voice can be heard in the 
wilderness of our socie-
ty, since although we 
now have everything and 
live with other people all 
around us, we’re still far 
removed from God and 
our neighbors. 
  John was the first light 
announcing the coming 

of the day of the Lord 
and preceding the rising 
of the Sun of Righteous-
ness. ‘The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the 
Lord”’.  
  In the desert, this char-
ismatic man, who proved 
to be ‘the greatest among 
those born of women’, 
preached in advance the 
message of Christ’s Gos-
pel in only a few words: 
‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand’. 
Entry into this kingdom, 
therefore, depended on 
the advent of the messiah 

Himself, as the agent and 
founder of this kingdom 
within history. The com-
ing of Christ and His 
kingdom into the world, 
however, also required 
repentance and our return 
to the true faith. In this 
way, then, the Forerun-
ner became the preacher 
of repentance and a wit-
ness to the coming of 
Christ. 
  The honorable Forerun-
ner prepared the coming 
of the Lord and gave a 
brief account of the di-
mensions of His redeem- 
    (continued p.2) 

   The Angel of the Desert,  by Georgios Manolis 
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ing work.  This precursory task of 
John’s was sanctified and confirmed 
by the Triune God at the Lord’s bap-
tism. John’s testimony is the same 
voice as that of the Church, calling us 
to recognize the Messiah in the per-
son of Christ in the dry and arid wil-
derness of the present world. 
   There’s no lack of criticism of the 
secular power of Herod Antipas in 
John’s preaching: Herod’s immorali-
ty, his abandonment of faith in God, 
as well as the exploitation and depre-
dations against the people through the 
abuse of his power, all to their detri-
ment. John also didn’t hesitate to cas-
tigate the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
accusing them of misusing their pre-
rogatives and of religious hypocrisy. 
   When speaking of the Forerunner, 
mention must also be made of the 
ascetic nature of his life in the desert 
which indicates and also proves to 
people today that we can live well on 
little, in contrast to the consumerist 
and material life-style engaged in by 
so many, even during the crisis we’re 
experiencing today. This is a crisis 

which has led to the glorification of 
matter and the ego, since we now be-
lieve that we can do everything and 
have everything while keeping our 
distance from God and other people 
and looking after only ourselves. This 
is a crisis which has led to a sense of 

our independence from others and 
God, and is a crisis that, in reality, is 
due to corruption, as is implied by its 
economic dimension, and also to the 
immorality of modern society. 
   Through his preaching, John called 
people to repentance, to awareness 
and confession of their guilt and sins. 

The enduring legacy of the Forerun-
ner is his call, through his preaching, 
to repentance; that is, a change of 
mind and way of life, from the im-
moral to the moral, from hatred to 
love, from envy to joy and hence a 
return to our communion with God 
and other people. This is a testimony 
within our history to the true God and 
real life, a life of love in Christ, that 
is with Him and for Him, which de-
pends on our relationship with our 
neighbor, who might be our brother 
or sister, but could equally be our en-
emy. 
  Moreover, our Lord’s saying ‘Love 
your enemy as you do yourself’ 
means that we should see the world 
and our neighbor as an extension of 
our self. It follows that we should be 
anxious that everyone be saved, 
brought to God, healed of their pas-
sions and weaknesses, restored, filled 
with peace and joy, because the 
whole world is our self and our self 
the whole world. 
  So the life and activity of the  
                 (continued p.4, column 2) 
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Troparion to St. George  

As the deliverer               
of captives                     

and defender                    
of the poor,                 

healer of the infirm       

and champion of kings, 
victorious great            
martyr George                         

intercede with Christ     
our God                                 

for our souls                 

salvation.  

News and Notes        
We welcome all who are worshiping with 
us today and invite you down to the 
church hall for our social hour.  

Pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5.17)         

We ask that you keep the following in 
your prayers:  Esther, Clement John, 
Mother Onufria, Olga, Lillian, Meg, Laris-
sa, Stephen, Louise, Marcia, George, Lor-
raine, Peg, Christopher, Jackie, Karoline, 
Evan, Ryan,  Kathleen, Sandy, Andrea, 
Samuel, Anatoly, Linda, Alexey, Eric, 
Abraham, Susan, Jenny, Sally Lou, Bob, 
Catherine, the homeless, the hungry, vic-
tims of abuse and violence, and those per-
secuted for their faith in Christ. 

Words of wisdom from the Elders 
   St. Theophan the Recluse says, “The 
crux of the matter is that we must rain our 
minds to live within our heart. Our mind 
must be transferred from our intellect into 
our feeling heart, the two must be made 
one.”  In other words, our thinking mind 
must become our loving mind.  This is the 
depth and warmth which the Church Fa-
thers invite us to reach.  Yes, in our very 

poor efforts to pray, our minds are imme-
diately and firmly rooted in our own per-
sonal conceit and pride.   
   St. Macarios the Great, a 5th century 
Desert Father use to say that our minds 
must be nailed to the cross of Christ.   
   The Church Fathers have a great deal to 
say about how to save ourselves from sin, 
or in other words, how to come closer to 
Go.  The way to God leads, through our 
attitude to other people, to our neighbors, 
and it is along thi way too 
that spiritual death comes to 
us.   
  We can be angry at people, 
we can be proud in our rela-
tionships with them, or we 
can emanate sensuousness. 
Each one of these evil atti-
tudes can bring us to our 
own spiritual death.  We 
can also love a person, ex-
perience humility in our relationships and 
see someone with pure eyes. When this 
takes place, we discover that every human 
in made in the image of Christ.   
(Light in the Darkness, Serge Fudel, p. 66)
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great light, and for those who sat in the region and shad-
ow of death, light has dawned.”  Christ went there to 
begin preaching openly as He said “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
   The miraculous events that occurred at the Lord’s bap-
tism were not ends in themselves, as though all had been 
completed when the voice of the Father declared “This is 
my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased” and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a 
dove.  The truth about Him had been revealed, and the 
Savior blessed the waters 
and restored the entire crea-
tion when He lowered Him-
self into the Jordan for bap-
tism by John.   
   Even with their cosmic 
significance, these extraordi-
nary events were preparato-
ry for the Lord’s public min-
istry.  They showed that He 
is the Light Who shines on 
those who live in darkness, 
who remain captive to the 
fear of death and blind to 
His divine glory.  In order 
for people to benefit from 
the revelation that He is tru-
ly the Son of God, they had 
to respond to His call for 
repentance.  Christ pro-
claimed the good news in 
order for them to be able to 
respond to Him with obedi-
ent faith. 
   St. Paul wrote to the Ephe-
sians that the One Who as-
cended into heaven is the 
One of Who first 
“descended into the lower 
parts of the earth.”  The 
same Lord Who lowered 
Himself to Hades after His death then rose up in glory 
and ascended into heaven.  At His baptism, He also de-
scended into the dark waters of the Jordan, into the phys-
ical creation itself which had been “subjected to futility” 
because of human sin. (Rom. 8:20)   The wages of sin is 
death, and the Savior took upon Himself the full conse-
quences of our estrangement from God in order to con-
quer them and bring us into the holy joy for which He 
created us in the first place. 
   After the Savior’s resurrection and ascension, the Holy 
Spirit, Who descended upon the Lord in the form of a 
dove at His baptism, fell upon His disciples as flames of 
fire upon their heads, enabling them to heal the sick, to 
raise the dead, and to minister boldly and prophetically 
in His Name.  Christ’s followers became the Church, His 

Body, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.   
   The point of this great blessing was not for them to 
rest content with their personal religious experience, but 
to strengthen all the members of the Body in their minis-
tries “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”  The 
Lord provided them with spiritual gifts in order to 
strengthen the Church in faithfulness as they drew the 
world to salvation, not for their own glorification. 

   As we conclude the season 
of Theophany today, our fo-
cus should not be on regret-
ting that we are back at work 
or school or that the beauti-
ful trappings of the holiday 
season have come down.  It 
should also not be on how 
we have fulfilled a religious 
duty by focusing on the spir-
itual truth manifested at 
Christ’s baptism:  that He is 
truly the Son of God and 
member of the Holy Trini-
ty.  Instead, our focus must 
be on becoming ever more 
brilliant epiphanies of the 
Light of Christ in our dark-
ened world.   
   We do not do that as iso-
lated individuals or on the 
basis simply of our emo-
tions, our opinions, or even 
our morality.  No, we do that 
when we live our lives faith-
fully as members of Christ’s 
Body, the Church.  We must 
use our gifts “to equip the 
saints for the work of minis-
try, for building up the body 
of Christ.” There is no other 

genuinely Christian way of life.   
   We must no forget that the Christian life is a life in 
community, a shared existence, and an experience of 
communion with God and one another.  When we cele-
brate the revelation of the Holy Trinity, we proclaim that 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Persons Who 
share a common divine nature.  “Father” and “Son” are 
relational terms, and it is through the Holy Spirit that we 
are brought by grace into intimate communion with the 
Lord.  As St. Paul taught the Galatians, the Father has 
adopted us through the Son, making us sons and heirs 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
(Gal. 4:4-7)  Our calling is nothing less than to become 
“partakers of the divine nature” by grace.  (2 Pet. 1:4) 
             (continued on p. 4) 



   After His baptism, Christ called the people to repent and 
get ready for the coming of God’s Kingdom.  We must 
repent of thinking that we can serve Him faithfully apart 
from using our gifts, whatever they may be, for the edifi-
cation of His Body, the Church.  God has given us differ-
ent strengths and abilities, and we must offer ourselves to 
Him and to one another to build up His Body if we are to 
have any hope of attain-
ing “to the measure of 
the stature of the full-
ness of Christ.” 
   Our calling is nothing 
less than to become an 
epiphany of the com-
munion of divine love 
shared by the members 
of the Holy Trinity.  We 
have certainly not as-
cended into heaven, but 
we have died to sin in 
being baptized into the 
death of the One Who is 
now seated at the right 
hand of the Father. We 
have put Him on like a 
garment, being clothed 
in the robe of light.   
   We are Christ’s Bride, 
the Church, and He is 
the Bridegroom.  In re-
ceiving Communion, we 
become one flesh with 
Him through union with 
His Body and 
Blood.  We are also one 
flesh with one another, 
with all who commune 
with Him, for we are 
members of the same 
Body.      
   So after celebrating 
Theophany, we simply 
cannot go back to life as 
usual.  In order to re-
spond faithfully to the 
revelation of the Holy Trinity, our common life must 
shine with the light of God’s salvation in our darkened 
world. There is no other genuinely Christian form of wit-
ness, no other way to attain to “the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God” than to love and 
serve our Lord in one another. That is how the worship of 
the Trinity will be made manifest in the life of our parish. 
as we build up the Body of Christ.  That is how we will 
obey the Lord’s command:   “Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand.” 
To God be the Glory.  Amen.  

Forerunner is a testimony to and constant reminder of the 
kind of life we’re called upon to live as children of God. 
In the wilderness of our life, we’ll be asked to encounter 
some Herod, some Herodias, some Salome.  
   In other words, we’ll have to face the vanity of this 
world, the passions, the sins, the machinations of the dev-
il, which look to the eye to be sweet fruits but which are 

bitter to the tongue and 
have painful conse-
quences for us. 
   We’re not undefended 
or alone in the face of 
all this, however: we 
have Christ as our 
guide, Who also acts as 
our healer and Savior. 
Those who live for 
Christ and for others are 
armed with the grace of 
God and fight the sin 
and wickedness of this 
world. Because they’re 
truly alive, their love 
extends even to death, 
to martyrdom for His 
sake, and to the defense 
of their neighbor, when 
witness becomes mar-
tyrdom. 
   This was so in the 
case of the Forerunner, 
who didn’t hesitate, did-
n’t compromise. 
Through his personal 
witness he calls Chris-
tians to a continuous 
witness and martyrdom. 
A martyrdom of blood 
and of the conscience. 
The life of Christians is 
a constant struggle to-
wards perfection in 
Christ, fighting against 
our everyday problems 
and the difficulties of 

life, the temptations, passions and sin. 
   The Church urges us to heed the ‘voice of one crying in 
the wilderness’ and to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’, so 
that the desert may bloom, that the wilderness in which 
we live in modern society may flourish. And to realize 
that all of us can experience the kingdom of God in this 
world and then inherit it after the Lord’s Second Coming, 
as a gift in return for our life in Christ and our struggle to 
grow into the likeness of God. 
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